
hat is claimed is: 

3*4^ 1^ /> 1 . A system for gathering and analyzing data relating to an asset 
comprising: 

a local controller located at a first location for acquiring data that is 
5 representative of at least operating characteristic of the asset; 

an analysis controller located at a>second location that is responsive to said 
acquired data from said local controller for generating an analysis of said acquired 
data; and 

an electronic communications network connected between said local controller 
10 and said analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from 
P said local controller to said analysis controller. 
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The system defined in Claim 1 further including a data acquisition 
device foKsensing said at least one operating characteristic of the asset and for 
generating said acquired data that is representative thereof. 
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3. The system defined in Claim 2 further including a transmitter for 
transmitting said acquii^d data from said data acquisition device to said local 
controller. 

4. The system def^Sfcl in Claim 3 further including a receiver for receiving 
said acquired data transmitted froi^aid transmittei^and for transmitting said acquired 
data to said analysts controller. 



25 5. The system defined in^Cmim 4Vherein said transmitter includes a 

wirds^communicatiOT^ for transmittings^aid acquired data from said data 

acquisition device through space to said receiver. 
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6. The system defined in Claim 1 wherein said\electronic communications 
network is the internet. 



17 



7. The system defined in Claim 1 further including an administrative 
controller, and wherein said analysis controller transmits said analysis of said data to 
said administrative cox 



8. /The systefrv^efined in Claim 7)wherein said electronic communications 
network is c6Qnected betweeto said>^rialysi/controller and said administrative 
controller. 

10 9. The system defined in Claim 7 wherein l&i<ielectronic communications 

q network is the internet. 

*s 

£ / |\ /io. A method for gathering and analysing data relating to an asset 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) acquiring data that is representative of at least one operational 
characteristic of the asset; 

(b) transmitting the acquired datjk through the internet to an analysis 
controller; and 

(c) generating an analysis of /he transmitted data. 
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J . The method definedin^laim 10 wherein said step (b) is performed by 
transmitting theli£quu^d y £l4ta from the aspet through space to a receiver and from the 
receiver through the internet ItHtJe anal^isi^onteoll^r. 



25 12. The method defined in Qaim fl>4^erej*f said step (b) is further 

performed by transmitting the acquired data fropHheYeQeiver to a local controller and 
from the local controller through the internet to the analysis controller. 
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The methodclefined 
re tra n smitted data wj l 



"laim 10 wherein said step (c) is performed by 
lata stor e d injx record for the asset fo r gener ating 



the analysis of the transmitted data. 



The method defined in Claim lQancluding the further step (d) of 
transmitting the analysis of the transmitted cjpta through the internet to an 
administrative controller. 



15. The method defined in Claim 10 including the further step (d) of posting 
10 the analysis of the transmitted data on a website maintained on the internet. 

16. A method for gathering and analyzing data relating to an asset 
comprisingth^steps of: 

(a) gener&tiQg a maintenance invoice when service is performed on the 
asset, wherein the maintena&ee^nvoice includes an indication of the amount of usage 
of the asset; 

\ (b) transmitting the maintenance irivoice to an administrative controller 
(c) comparing the indication of the amounboT usage of the asset with a 
predetermined standard that is representative of a wairanty peqod; and 
20 (d) generating a warranty report if the amount of usage lM^ss than the 

predetermined standard. 
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